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waited for t l ~ c  flood; he surcly (lid not wait ~ v l ~ i l e  he was 
building the ark. When our characters are com1)letely Sormecl 
in  the sight of God-wl~en Jesus has blotted out all our sills, 
and probation 11:~s closed, and the tinie of trouble comes-tllcn 
the saints will anxiously ~v:iit for the Lorcl. 

The  prophet Joel wrote tllu~:- 

"Blow ye the trunil~et in Zion, and sound an n1ar111 in 11iy holy xiio~~nt- 
ain;  let till tlie inllnbitnnts of tlir land tren~bli.; for tlie day of t l ~ e  Lord 
colileth, fur it is nigh at Irnnd." Joel 3 : 1. 

The day of t l ~ e  Lortl i.; n long period of time ~vllicll will 
immetliately succeed tlle "daj- of salvation," n-~licll has noiv 
continued inany centu-ie,\. Writiiig to the Thessaloniaas, 
Paul coilrlectcd tllc conling of Ch1-ist, t l ~ e  resurrcctiorl of tlle 
dc:~d, etc., wit11 the comii~g of the (lax of the Lord 1 Tllcss. 
4: 1 - S ;  7 1 .  ilild Peter said the perdition of ungodly men, 
the nieltiilg of tlle earth, ancl the burning up of all tlle ~vorlcs 
of men, vill  take place in  the day of tllc Lorcl. That is the 
day of ~vliich the prophet Joel spoke. 

Non. eerry word spokcii by tlle moutll of' tlle holy pro1,hets 
must be fulfilled; and before the day of tllc Lord comes a n  
alarm must be sounded. Tllii a l a m ~ .  as TI-c liave sccil, is 
the solcil~n warning of tile three angels' mesages (Ee~~els  t' ion 
14), given just before the comiilg of Cllrist. And this proves 
that the students of l~ropllccy will knov w11e11 that da- of the 
Lord is ncar; otherwise the)- could not sound the alari11. 

Paul, in Hcb. 9:2S, says t l ~ a t  Clirist will collie tlle secollcl 
tinle ~vithollt sill ulito salvation to tlleln tlitit look for hiin. 
I11 chapter lo:?.?, Ile exhorts tllcin to faithfulness, especially 
1~11cn they see t l ~ e  day al>proaclling. He  has spoken of IIO 

otller. day than that of the coinillg of Christ. The  saints will 
scc it approacl~ing; t l~ey  mill heed the ~varning;  they will love 
his appearing; they \\-ill ansiou.1- wait for him. 

This is not a matter of coijc.cture, but  of tlle most certain 
knowledge. Jesus made i t  as sure as the hearenz nncl tl~c? 
eartli, in his instruction to llis disciples. IVllcn 11e 11atl spoke11 
to t l~ein of the destruction of the templc, and tlic city of Jcru- 
salem, they anxiou31y besoupl~t hiin, saying:- 

"Tell us, when shall these things be, and  \\hat shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world? " Matt 24: 2. 

I 

Two questions are here asliecl: I. When shall these things 
be? that is, when shall the temple and the city be destroyed? 

, 2. What shall be the sign of tlly coming, and of the end of the 
world? I n  the first of these questions me llave now no inter- 
est; therefore we will attend to only those parts of the chapter 
which ha\-e a clear reference to the second, enough to ascer- 1 

1 tain the certainty with which we may know when the coming 
11  of the Lord is near. 

Verses 4 8  speak of wars and rumours of mars, kingdom 
I rising against kingdom, and nation against nation, and pesti- 

lences and famines in divers places, which are the beginiling of 
sorrows; the end is not yet. These verses clearly refer to the 
last daxs, and the e i ~ d  spoken of is the end of the world, or of 

I the gospel age; for i t  is not true that  these things took place 
after Jesus spoke these words, and before the  destruction of 
the temple, which was in  A. D. '70. Verses 9-14 also refer to 
the end of the world, showing that  the last days will be marked 
by a declension of piety, love growing cold, and the necessity 
of endurance on the part of the faithful. For a similar testi- 
mony, see 2 Tim. 3 : 1-5. 

Also the great tribulation, verses 21,22, has reference to the 
long l~ersecution of the church under the Roman poIvcr, 
specially under papal Rome. Twelve hundred arid sixty years 
were marked off for the triumph of the papacy, and in  that  
time the saints of the Most High were given into his hand. 
But the days were shortened for the elect's sake, lest the church 
of God should be utterly cut off. That  is, the persecution did 
not continue the entire time of the twelve hundred and sixty 
years. 

The false Christs and false prophets of verses 23, 21, also 
4 belong to the last days. They are the same as the wondcr- 

workers of Rev. 13 : 13,14, and 16 : 1 3 , l i .  These signs and 
wonders. false and deceitful miracles, will increase unto the 
end. 

In verses 26, 27 is given very important infornlntion-n. 
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England, n licrl 'all fares beemed to gather blacknesz,' . ~ n d  the people n-err 
filled n it11 fear. There was great distress in  the village where Edward T,er 
l i v ~ d , '  men's hearts failing them for fear' that the judgment-day wasat hand ; 
and the ncigl~boals all flocked around thc holy Inan; for liis lamp wan 
trinmled and shining brighter, amidst the unnatural darlrncss. I-Iappy ant1 
joyful in God, he  pointed tlieln to their only refuge froin the wrath to come, 
and spent the gloomy hours in earnest praycr for the distressed multitude." 

These writers speak of the sun being d:~rkencd till the fol- 
lo~ving midnight ; how could thi, bc lalown'! I t  is easily 
explained by what follows. 

SECOND SIGN, " TIIE MOOK SHALL NOT C ~ I V I Z  H I~R LIGIIT."- 
Matthew Henry, n commentator on the Bible. well remarketi 
on this test  :- 

"The moon shines with a borrowetl light, and therefore if the alln, from 
who111 sllc borrows her light, is turned into darl~new, slip ~ n n s t  fail. of course, 
and become bankrupt " 

An eye-witnes. of tllc.;c scenes. speaking of tlic dark day, 
saic1:- 

"The darkness of the followiiig evening was probably as gross as has 
ever been observed since the Almiglity first gave birth to light. I could not 
help conceiving at  the  time, that if every luminous body in the universe had 
br rn  sliroudetl in  impenetrab .b; darkness, or struck out of existence, the 
11,trkiiess could not have been more complete. A sheet of white paper held 
within a few inches of the ryes was equally i,~visible wit11 the blackect vrl- 
vct." 

,inother writer said :- 
"Almost everyone who happened to be out In the evening, got lost i n  

roing home. The darkness was as uncommon in the night a3 it  was in  the 
(lay, :IS tlie moon had fulled the day before " 

I ~ L  regard to the continuance of the darkening of the s u l ~ .  
it is to be judged from the continued darkcning of the 1noo11, 
ivhich was a t  the full, when her clearest light was to be ex- 
pectecl. Another writer said:- 

" .ibout midnight tlle clouds were dispersed, and the moon and stars 
appe:~rtd with unimpaired brilliancy." 

This shows that the sun gave no light to the moon till mid- 
night, and the da~kness  contiiluing from ten in the morning 
till midnight, shou-s that darkness mas on the earth fourteen- 
twenty-fourths of the entire surface, from east to west. A re- 
markable darkness indeed ! 
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TIIII:D SIGN, " THE: STARS SIIALI, FALL YROM HEAVES."- 
This is the last of the three signs given by our Saviour, mltl 
was altogether thc most glorious and magnificent in its fulfil- 
ment, which was Novenlber 10,1S33. Rev. Henry Ilana TVnrd, 
of New York City, thus described the appearance of the falling 
stars :- 

",It the cry, '1,ooli out of the win(low,' I sprang from a deep sleep, an(l 
with wonder saw the east lighted ~ r p  with t l ~ e  dawn and meteors. The 
zenith, the north, and the west also, sllowed tlie falling stars in the ~ e r y  
image of one thing, and only one, 1 ever hedrd of. I called to my wife to 
bellold ; mld while robing, sllr exclaimed, 'See how the stars fall.' I replied, 
'That is the wonder ;' and we felt in our hearts that i t  was a bign of the last 
days. For, truly, ' the stars of' hcaren fell unto the  earth, even as afig-tree 
casteth her nntimely figs, when she is shaken of n miglity wind." Hcr. 6 : 1::. 
This language of the prophet has always hcerl received as metapliorical. 
Yesterday,it was 1iter:tlly fulfilled. The xncients understood by aster, in 
Greek, and stella, in Latin, tlie smaller lights of heaven. The refinenlolit of 
modern astronomy llas made the distinction between stars of hearen and 
meteors of Ilc.aven. Therefore the idea of the prophet, as i t  is esprcssed i11 

the  original Greelr. was literally fulfilled in the phenomenon of yesterday." 

I n  rcgartl to  illc estcnt ancl nature of this heavenly display, 
Professor Olnistt~:~d, of Yale College, speaks as fol101vs:- 

"The extent of tllc sl~o\vcr of 18% was such as to corer no inconsiilera- 
11lr part of tlie earth's surf:di,e, fiom the middle of'the Atlantic on the east,to 
the Pacific on the west; and from the northern coast of South America, to 
undefined regions anlong tlie British Possessions on the north, the exhibi- 
tion was visible, and everywl~ere presented nearly the same appearance. 
The meteorsdid not fly a t  random over all parts of the sky, but appeared to 
emanate from a point in the constellation LGG, near a star called Gummn 
Leonis, in  the bend of the sickle." 

This shows that they were not nlcre : ~ t  ~llobl>ll~ric phenonl- 
ena, but  came fro111 the regions far beyond our atmosphere. 
I t  was t1i.e privilege uf the writer of these pages to bellold this 
scene, and it was one nevc\r to be forgotten. They began to fall 
 bout :in hour before mirinight, increasing in frequency until, 
in  a few hours, they became :L perfect shower. They could no 
more 1x2 counted than one can count the fast-falling flakes of 
snow in n hard storm. T l ~ c y  continuetl to fall without any cliln- 
inution of numl~ers until the dawn of day obscured thcm. 
A n d  when the approacllirig light of tlie sun paler1 then1 in the 








