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the moon shall not give her light, and the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven 
shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and 
glory. Mark 13:24-26. 
 Let men beware lest they neglect the lesson conveyed to them in the words of Christ. As He 
warned His disciples of Jerusalem's destruction, giving them a sign of the approaching ruin, that they might 
make their escape; so He has warned the world of the day of final destruction, and has given them tokens 
of its approach, that all who will may flee from the wrath to Come. Jesus declares, “There shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations.” Those who behold these 
harbingers of His coming are to “know that it is near, even at the doors.” Matthew 24:33. “Watch you 
therefore” (Mark 13:35), are His words of admonition. They that heed the warning shall not be left in 
darkness, that that day should overtake them unawares. But to them that will not watch, “the day of the 
Lord so comes as a thief in the night.” I Thessalonians 2:2-5. The Great Controversy, pages 37, 38. 
 The Savior gives signs of His coming, and more than this, He fixes the time when the first of these 
signs shall appear: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. 
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He 
shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 
 At the close of the great papal persecution, Christ declared, the sun should be darkened, and the 
moon should not give her light. Next, the stars should fall from heaven. And He says, “Learn a parable of 
the fig tree. When his branch is yet tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh. So 
likewise you, when you shall see all these things, know that He is near, even at the doors.” 
 Christ has given signs of His coming. He declares that we may know when He is near, even at the 
doors. He says of those who see these signs, “This generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled.” These signs have appeared. Now we know of a surety that the Lord's coming is at hand. “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away,” He says, “but My words shall not pass away.”-The Desire of Ages, pages 631, 
632. 
 
SIGNS IN THE SOCIAL WORLD 
 As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it he also in the days of the Son of man. They did cat, 
they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into 
the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; but the same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be 
in the day when the Son of man is revealed. Luke 17:26-30. 
 “As it was in the days of Noah,” “even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
revealed.” Luke 17:26, 30. “The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up.” 2 Peter 3:10. When the reasoning of philosophy has banished 
the fear of God's judgments. When religious teachers are pointing forward to long ages of peace and 
prosperity, and the world are absorbed in their rounds of business and pleasure, planting and building, 
feasting and merrymaking, rejecting God's warnings and mocking His messengers, then it is that sudden 
destruction comes upon them, and they shall not escape.” - Patriarchs and Prophets, page 104. 
 In Noah's day the inhabitants of the old world laughed to scorn what they termed the superstitious 
fears and foreboding of the preacher of righteousness. He was denounced as a visionary character, a 
fanatic, an alarmist. “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.” Men 
will reject the solemn message of warning in our day, as they did in Noah's time. They will refer to those 
false teachers who have predicted the event and set the definite time, and will say that they have no more 
faith in our warning than in theirs. This is the attitude of the world today. Unbelief is widespread, and the 
preaching of Christ's coming is mocked at and derided. This makes it all the more essential that those who 
believe present truth should show their faith by their works. They should be sanctified through the truth 
which they profess to believe; for they are a savor of life unto life or of death unto death. . . 
 “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.” They were 
eating and drinking, planting and building, marrying and giving in marriage, and knew not until the day 
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that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came and swept them all away. The day of God will find men 
absorbed in like manner in the business and pleasures of the world, in feasting and gluttony, and in 
indulging perverted appetite in the defiling use of liquor, and the narcotic tobacco. This is already the 
condition of our world, and these indulgences are found even among God's professed people, some of 
whom are following the customs and partaking of the sins of the world.” - Testimonies, Volume IV, pages 
308, 309. 
 
SIGNS IN THE RELIGIOUS WORLD 
 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good. Traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
 This is the class that in time of peril are found crying, Peace and safety. They lull their hearts into 
security, and dream not of danger. When startled from their lethargy, they discern their destitution, and 
entreat others to supply their lack; but in spiritual things no man can make up another's deficiency. The 
grace of God has been freely offered to every soul. The message of the gospel has been heralded, “Let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Revelation 22:17. 
 But character is not transferable. No man can believe for another. No man can receive the Spirit 
for another. No man can impart to another the character which is the fruit of the Spirit's working. “Though 
Noah, Daniel, and job were in it [the land], as I live, says the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor 
daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness. Ezekiel 14:20. -Christ's Object 
Lessons, pages 411, 412. 
 The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord there will exist a state of religious 
declension similar to that in the first centuries. “In the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good. Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
 “Now the Spirit speaks expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” I Timothy 4:1. Satan will work “with all power and signs 
and lying wonders, and with all deceptions of unrighteousness.” 
 And all that “received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved” will be left to accept 
“strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11. When this state of ungodliness 
shall be reached, the same results will follow as in the first centuries.” - The Great Controversy, page 444. 
 
SIGNS IN THE INDUSTRIAL WORLD 
 Go to now, you rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth eaten. Your gold and silver is corroded; and the 
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall cat your flesh as it were fire. You have heaped 
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, cries: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered 
into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. You have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; you 
have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and killed the just; and 
he does not resist you. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
husbandman waits for the precious fruit of the earth, and bath long patience for it, until he receive 
the early and latter rain. Be you also patient; establish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draws 
nigh. James 5:1-8. 
 The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just before Christ's Second Coming. James the 
apostle pictures the greed and oppression that will prevail.... This is a picture of what exists today. By 
every species of oppression and extortion, men are piling up colossal fortunes, while the cries of starving 
humanity are coming up before God.... 
 When trials arise that seem unexplainable, we should not allow our peace to be spoiled. However 
unjustly we may be treated, let not passion arise. By indulging a spirit of retaliation we injure ourselves. 
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We destroy our own confidence in God, and grieve the Holy Spirit. There is by our side a witness, a 
heavenly messenger, who will lift up for us a standard against the enemy. He will shut us in with the bright 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness. Beyond this Satan cannot penetrate. He cannot pass this shield of holy 
light.” - Christ's Object Lessons, pages 174, 175. 
 Let all who are afflicted or unjustly used, cry to God. Turn away from those whose hearts are as 
steel, and make your requests known to your Maker. Never is one repulsed who comes to Him with a 
contrite heart. Not one sincere prayer is lost. 
 Amid the anthems of the celestial choir, God hears the cries of the weakest human being. We pour 
out our heart's desire in our closets, we breathe a prayer as we walk by the way, and our words reach the 
throne of the Monarch of the universe. They may be inaudible to any human ear, but they cannot die away 
into silence, nor can they be lost through the activities of business that are going on. 
 Nothing can drown the soul's desire. It rises above the din of the street, above the confusion of the 
multitude, to the heavenly courts. It is God to whom we are speaking, and our prayer is heard. - Ibid., page 
174. 
 
SIGNS IN THE POLITICAL WORLD 
 Proclaim you this among the Gentiles: Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men 
of war draw near; let them come up: beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into 
spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, all you heathen, and gather 
yourselves together round about: thither cause Thy mighty ones to come down, 0 Lord. Let the 
heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the 
heathen round about. Put you in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press 
is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be 
darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter 
His voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope 
of His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. Joel 3:9-16. 
 Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war is stirring the nations from one 
end of the earth to the other. But in the midst of the time of trouble that is coming, a time of trouble such as 
has not been since there was a nation, God's chosen people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host cannot 
destroy them; for angels that excel in strength will protect them.” - Testimonies, Volume IX, page 17. 
 The Spirit of God is being grieved away from the earth. The nations are angry with one another. 
Widespread preparations are being made for war. The night is at hand. Let the church arouse and go forth 
to do her appointed work. Every believer, educated or uneducated, can bear the message. - Ibid., page 26. 
 We are standing upon the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecies are fulfilling. Strange, 
eventful history is being recorded in the books of heaven. Everything in our world is in agitation. There are 
wars, and rumors of wars. The nations are angry., and the time of the dead has come, that they should be 
judged. Events are changing to bring about the day of God, which hastens greatly.... But while already 
nation is rising against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, there is not now a general engagement. As 
yet the four winds are held until the servants of God shall be scaled in their foreheads. Then the powers of 
earth will marshal their forces for the last great battle. 
 Satan is busily laying his plans for the last mighty conflict, when all will take sides. After the 
gospel has been proclaimed in the world for nearly two thousand years, Satan still presents to men and 
women the same scene that he presented to Christ. In a wonderful manner he causes the kingdoms of the 
world in their glory to pass before them. These he promises to all who will fall down and worship him. 
Thus he seeks to bring men under his dominion. 
 Satan is working to the utmost to make himself as God, and to destroy all who oppose his power. 
And today the world is bowing before him. His power is received as the power of God. The prophecy of 
the Revelation is being fulfilled, that “all the world wondered after the beast.” Revelation 13:3. Ibid., 
Volume VI, page 14. 
 
OBJECT OF CHRIST'S COMING 
 
1. To Establish His Kingdom 




