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25. SAINT'SREWARD SERIES

THE EARTH GIVEN TO MAN

The heaven, even the heavens, arethe Lord's: but the earth hath He given to the children of
men. Psalm 115:16. So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him;
male and female created He them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over thefowl of theair, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth. Genesis 1:27, 28.

As the earth came forth from the hand of its Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful. Its surface was
diversified with mountains, hills, and plains, interspersed with noble rivers and lovely lakes. But the hills
and mountains were not abrupt and rugged, abounding in terrific steeps and frightful chasms, as they now
do, the sharp, ragged edges of earth's rocky framework were buried beneath the fruitful soil, which
everywhere produced a luxuriant growth of verdure. There were no loathsome swamps nor barren deserts.
Graceful shrubs and delicate flowers greeted the eye at every turn. The heights were crowned with trees
more majestic than any that now exist. The air, untainted by foul miasm, was clear and healthful. The entire
landscape out vied in beauty the decorated grounds of the proudest palace. The angelic host viewed the
scene with delight, and rejoiced at the wonderful works of God....

As man came forth from the hand of his Creator, he was of |ofty stature and perfect symmetry. His
countenance bore the ruddy tint of health, and glowed with the light of life and joy. Adam's height was
much greater than that of men who now inhabit the earth. Eve was somewhat less in stature; yet her form
was noble, and full of beauty. The sinless pair wore no artificial garments; they were clothed with a
covering of light and glory, such as the angels wear. So long as they lived in obedience to God, this robe of
light continued to enshroud them....

God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided “an help meet for him,”-a helper
corresponding to him,-one who was fitted to be his companion, and who could be one with himin love and
sympathy. Eve was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam, signifying that she was not to control
him, as the head, nor to be trampled under his feet as an inferior, but to stand by his side as an equal, to be
loved and protected by him....

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator of the
universe. “Marriage is honorable” (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, and it is one
of the two institutions that, after the fall, Adam brought with him beyond the gates of Paradise. When the
divine principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a blessing; it guards the purity and
happiness of the race, it provides for man's social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual, and the
moral nature.” - Patriarchs and Prophets, pages 44-46.

EARTH DOMINION LOST THROUGH SIN

Unto Adam He said, Because thou has hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and has eaten of
the tree, of which | commanded thee, saying, Thou shall not cat of it: cursed is the ground for thy
sake. In sorrow shall thou cat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth
to thee. And thou shall eat the herb of thefield; in the sweat of thy face shall thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground; for out of it was thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shall thou
return. Genesis 3:17-19.

Under the curse of sin, al nature was to witness to man of the character and results of rebellion
against God. When God made man, He made him ruler over the earth and all living creatures. So long as
Adam remained loyal to Heaven, all nature was in subjection to him. But when he rebelled against the
divine law, the inferior creatures were in rebellion against his rule. Thus the Lord, in His great mercy,
would show men the sacredness of His law, and lead them, by their own experience, to see the danger of
setting it aside, even in the slightest degree.

And the life of toil and care which was henceforth to be man's lot was appointed in love. It was a
discipline rendered needful by his sin, to place a check upon the indulgence of appetite and passion, to
develop habits of self-control. It was a part of God's great plan for man's recovery from the ruin and
degradation of sin.

The warning given to our first parents-”In the day that thou eats thereof thou shall surely die”--did
not imply that they were to die on the very day when they partook of the forbidden fruit. But on that day
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the irrevocable sentence would be pronounced. Immortality was promised them on condition of obedience;
by transgression they would forfeit eternal life. That very day they would be doomed to death. . . .

In humility and unutterable sadness they bade farewell to their beautiful home, and went forth to
dwell upon the earth, where rested the curse of sin. The atmosphere, once so mild and uniform in
temperature, was now subject to marked changes, and the Lord mercifully provided them with a garment of
sKins as a protection from the extremes of heat and cold.

As they witnessed, in drooping flower and falling leaf, the first signs of decay, Adam and his
companion mourned more deeply than men now mourn over their dead. The death of the frail, delicate
flowers was indeed a cause of sorrow; but when the goodly trees cast off their leaves, the scene brought
vividly to mind the stern fact that death is the portion of every living thing.

The Garden of Eden remained upon the earth long after man had become an outcast from its
pleasant paths. The fallen race were long permitted to gaze upon the home of innocence, their entrance
barred only by the watching angels. At the cherubim-guarded gate of Paradise the divine glory was
reveded. . . . When the tide of iniquity overspread the world, and the wickedness of men determined their
destruction by aflood of waters, the hand that had planted Eden withdrew it from the earth. But in the final
restitution, when there shall be “a new heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 2:7;. 21:1; 22:14), it is to be
restored more gloriously adorned than at the beginning.” - Patriarchs and Prophets, pages 59-62.

EARTH PROMISED TO ABRAHAM AND HIS SEED

The Lord said to Abram, after that L ot was separated from him, Lift up now your eyes, and
look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all
the land which thou sees, to thee will | giveit, and to thy seed forever. And | will make thy seed as
the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be
numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for | will give it
unto thee. Genesis 13:14-17.

Abraham returned to Canaan “very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” Genesis 13:2. Lot was
till with him, and again they came to Bethel, and pitched their tents by the altar which they had before
erected. They soon found that increased possessions brought increased trouble. In the midst of hardships
and hardships they had dwelt together in harmony, but in their prosperity there was danger of strife
between them. The pasturage was not sufficient for the flocks and herds of both, and the frequent disputes
among the herdsmen were brought for settlement to their masters. It was evident that they must separate.
Abraham was Lot's senior in years, and his superior in relation, in wealth, and in position; yet he was the
first to propose plans for preserving peace. Although the whole land had been given him by God Himself,
he courteously waived thisright. . . .

Although Lot owed his prosperity to his connection with Abraham, he manifested no gratitude to
his benefactor. Courtesy would have dictated that he yield the choice to Abraham; but instead of this, he
selfishly endeavored to grasp al its advantages. He lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan,
that it was well watered everywhere, . . . even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou
comes unto Zoar.” Genesis 13:10-13. The most fertile region in all Palestine was the Jordan valley,
reminding the beholders of the lost Paradise, and equaling the beauty and productiveness of the Nile-
enriched plains they had so lately left. There were cities also, wealthy and beautiful, inviting to profitable
traffic in their crowded marts.

Dazzled with visions of worldly gain, Lot overlooked the moral and spiritual evils that would be
encountered. there. The inhabitants of the plain were “ sinners before the Lord exceedingly;” but of this he
was ignorant, or, knowing, gave it but little weight. He “chose him all the plain of Jordan,” and “pitched
his tent toward Sodom.” How little did he foresee the terrible results of that selfish choicel

After the separation from Lot, Abraham again received from the Lord a promise of the whole
country. Soon after this, he removed to Hebron, pitching his tent under the oaks of Mamre, and erecting
beside it an altar to the Lord. In the free air of those upland plains, with their olive groves and vineyards,
their fields of waving grain, and the wide pasture grounds of the encircling hills, he dwelt, well content
with his simple, patriarchal life, and leaving to Lot the perilous luxury of the vale of Sodom. - Patriarchs
and Prophets, pages 132-134.
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CHRIST THE SEED OF ABRAHAM
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. lie says not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which isChrist. Gal. 3:16.

Followers of Christ
If you be Christ's, then are you Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Gal.
3:29.

To Abraham was given the promise that of his line the Savior of the world should come: “In thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” “He says not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is Christ.” - Acts of the Apostles, p. 222.

The heritage that God has promised to His people is not in this world. Abraham had no possession
in the earth, “no, not so much as to set his foot on.” Acts 7:5. He possessed great substance, and he used it
to the glory of God and the good of his fellow men; but he did not look upon this world as his home. The
Lord had called him to leave his idolatrous countrymen, with the promise of the land of Canaan as an
everlasting possession; yet neither he nor his son nor his son's son received it. When Abraham desired a
burial place for his dead, he had to buy it of the Canaanites. His sole possession in the Land of Promise
was that rock-hewn tomb in the cave of Machpelah.

But the word of God had not failed; neither did it meet its final accomplishment in the occupation
of Canaan by the Jewish people. “To Abraham and his seed were the promises made.” Gal. 3:16. Abraham
himself was to share the inheritance. The fulfillment of God's promise may seem to be long delayed, for
one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day;” it may appear to tarry; but
at the appointed time “it will surely come, it will not tarry.” Habakkuk 2:1

The gift to Abraham and his seed included not merely the land of Canaan, but the whole earth. So
says the apostle, “ The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” And the Bible plainly teaches that the promises
made to Abraham are to be fulfilled through Christ. All that are Christ's are “Abraham'’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise, “-heirsto “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fades not away,” -
the earth freed from the curse of sin. For “the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom
under the whole heaven. shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;” and ,the meek shall
inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” Patriarchs and Prophets, pages
169, 170.

ABRAHAM DID NOT RECEIVE THE FULFILL MENT OF THE PROMISE

He gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet He promised
that He would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child.
Acts7:5.

Promise Not Fulfilled to Christ

Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not
where to lay His head. Luke 9:58.

Jesus came to this world in humility. He was of lowly birth. The Majesty of heaven, the King of
glory, the Commander of all the angel host, He humbled Himself to accept humanity, and then He chose a
life of poverty and humiliation. He had no opportunities that the poor do not have. Tail, hardship, and
privation were a part of every day's experience. “Foxes have holes,” He said, “and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of man bath not where to lay His head.”

Jesus did not seek the admiration or the applause of men. He commanded no army. He ruled no
earthly kingdom. He did not court the favor of the wealthy and honored of the world. He did not claim a
position among the leaders of the nation. He dwelt among the lowly. He set at naught the artificia
distinctions of society. The aristocracy of birth, wealth, talent, learning, rank, He ignored.

He was the Prince of heaven, yet He did not choose His disciples from among the learned lawyers,
the rulers, the scribes, or the Pharisees. He passed these by, because they prided themselves on their
learning and position. They were fixed in their traditions and superstitions. He who could read all hearts
chose humble fishermen who were willing to be taught. He ate with publicans and sinners, and mingled
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with the common people, not to become low and earthly with them, but in order by precept and example to
present to them right principles, and to uplift them from their earthliness and debasement.” - Ministry of
Healing, page 197.

Today in the religious world there are multitudes who, as they believe, are working for the
establishment of the kingdom of Christ as an earthly and temporal dominion. They desire to make our Lord
the ruler of the kingdoms of this world, the ruler in its courts and camps, its legisative hals, its palaces and
market places. They expect Him to rule through legal enactment, enforced by human authority. Since
Christ is not now here in person, they themselves will undertake to act in His stead, to execute the laws of
His kingdom. The establishment of such a kingdom is what the Jews desired in the days of Christ. They
would have received Jesus, had He been willing to establish a temporal dominion, to enforce what they
regarded as the laws of God, and to make them the expositors of His will and the agents of His authority
But He said, “My kingdom is not of thisworld.” John 18:36. He would not accept the earthly throne.” The
Desire of Ages, page 509.

ABRAHAM AND THE NEW EARTH

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a Place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in
the Land of Promise, asin a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with I saac and Jacob, the heirs
with him of the same promise: for he looked for a city which bath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. Hebrews 11:8-10.

His Children Expected a Heavenly Country

Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by the seashore innumerable. These all died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly
that they seek a country. And truly, if they have been mindful of that country from whence they came out,
they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for He bath prepared for them a city. Hebrews 11:12-
16.

God gave to Abraham aview of thisimmortal inheritance, and with this hope he was content. “By
faith he sojourned in the Land of Promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.”

Of the posterity of Abraham it is written, “These al died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” We must dwell as pilgrims and strangers here if we
would gain “a better country, that is, a heavenly.” Those who are children of Abraham will be seeking the
city which he looked for, “whose builder and maker is God.” -Patriarchs and Prophets, page 170.

The true Christian's joys and consolation must and will be in heaven. The longing souls of those
who have tasted of the powers of the world to come, and have feasted on heavenly joys, will not be
satisfied with things of earth. Such will find enough to do in their leisure moments. Their souls will be
drawn out after God. Where the treasure is, there will the heart be, holding sweet communion with the God
they love and worship. Their amusement will be in contemplating their treasure-the holy city, the earth
made new, their eternal home. And while they dwell upon those things which are lofty, pure, and holy,
heaven will be brought near, and they will feel the power of the Holy Spirit, and this will tend to wean
them more and more from the world, and cause their consolation and chief joy to be in the things of
heaven, their sweet home. The power of attraction to God and heaven will then be so great that nothing can
draw their minds from the great object of securing the soul's salvation, and honoring and glorifying God.

As | realize how much has been done for us to keep usright, | am led to exclaim, Oh, what love,
what wondrous love, hath the Son of God for us poor sinners! - Early Writings, pages 112, 113.

DESERT WASTESTO BE RESTORED
Thewilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and
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blossom asthe rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and reoice even with joy and singing: the glory of
L ebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the
Lord, and the excellency of our God. Isaiah 35:1, 2.

The Diseased Shall Be Made Whole

Strengthen you the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; He
will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall he
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness
shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. Isaiah 35:3-6.

All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God's redeemed. Unfettered by
mortality, they wing their tireless flight to worlds afar, worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of
human woe, and rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With unutterable delight the
children of earth enter into the joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. They share the treasures of
knowledge and understanding gained through ages upon ages in contemplation of God's handiwork. With
undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation, suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed
order circling the throne of Deity. Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the Creator's name is
written, and in al are the riches of His power displayed.

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more glorious revelations of God
and of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more men
learn of God, the greater will be their admiration of His character. As Jesus opens before them the riches of
redemption, and the amazing achievements in the great controversy with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed
thrill with more fervent devotion, and with more rapturous joy they sweep the harps of gold. And ten
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of
praise. - The Great Controversy, pages 677, 678.

“Wherever thy path may lead, God gives to thee no helpless, broken reed; But His own hand
sufficient for thy need. So where He leads thee thou can safely go. And in the blest hereafter thou shall
know Why in His wisdom He hath led thee so.”

EVERLASTING JOY

The ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. | saiah
35:10. | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God iswith men, and He
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their
God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are Passed away.
Revelation 2L 3, 4.

In the earth made new, the redeemed will engage in the occupations and pleasures that brought
happiness to Adam and Eve in the beginning. The Eden life will be lived, the life in garden and field.

“They shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and cat the fruit of
them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a
tree are the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.”

There every power will be developed, every capability increased. The grandest enterprises will be
carried forward, the loftiest aspirations will be reached, the highest ambitions realized. And still there will
appear new heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to study
to call forth the powers of body and mind and soul.” - Prophets and Kings, pages 730, 731.

In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called a country. Hebrews 11:14-16. There the
heavenly Shepherd leads His flock to fountains of living waters. The tree of life yields its fruit every
month, and the leaves of the tree are for the service of the nations. There are ever-flowing streams, clear as
crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the
Lord. There the wide spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God rear their lofty
summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God's people, so long pilgrims and
wanderers, shall find ahome.

“My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting
places.” . . . There, “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall
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rejoice, and blossom. astherose ......

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven. There will be no more tears, no funeral trains, no
badges of mourning. “ There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, . . . for the former things
are passed away.” “The inhabitant shall not say, | am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity.” - The Great Controversy, pages 675, 676.

NO NIGHT THERE

He showed me a pureriver of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of
God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree werefor the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall bein it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see Hisface; and His
name shall bein their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither
light of the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: and they shall reign forever and ever. Revelation
22:1-5.

In the city of God “there shall be no night.” None will need or desire repose. There will be no
weariness in doing the will of God and offering praise to His name. We shall ever feel the freshness of the
morning, and shall ever be far from its close. “And they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the
Lord God gives them light.” The light of the sun will be superseded by a radiance which is not painfully
dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses the brightness of our noontide. The glory of God and the
Lamb floods the Holy City with unfading light. The redeemed walk in the sunless glory of perpetual day.

“l saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.” The
people of God are privileged to hold open communion with the Father and the Son. “Now we see through a
glass, darkly.” We behold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His
dealings with men; but then we shall see Him face to face, without a dimming veil between. We shall stand
in. His presence, and behold the glory of His countenance.

There the redeemed shall “know, even as also they are known.” The loves and sympathies which
God Himself has planted in the soul, shall there find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion
with holy beings, the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all ages,
who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind
together “the whole family in heaven and earth.” These help to constitute the happiness of the redeemed.

There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-failing delight the wonders of creative power,
the mysteries of redeeming love. There will be no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt to forgetfulness of God.
Every faculty will be developed, every capacity increased. The acquirement of knowledge will not weary
the mind or exhaust the energies. There the grandest enterprises may be carried forward, the loftiest
aspirations reached, the highest ambitions realized; and till there will arise new heights to surmount, new
wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers of mind and soul and
body. . ..

“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in
the sea, and al that are in them, heard | saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him
that sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” Revelation 5:13. - The Great Controversy,
pages 676-678.

PURIFIED FROM SIN

The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought you to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and basting unto the
coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwells righteousness. 2 Peter 3:10-13. Behold, | create new heavens and a new
earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But be you glad and rejoice
forever in that which | create. For, behold, | create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people ajoy. And
| will rgjoicein Jerusalem, and joy in My people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in
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her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that
hath not filled his days: for the child shall die a hundred years old; but the sinner being a hundred
years old shall be accursed. . And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat: for asthe days of a tree are the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy
the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the
seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass, that before
they call, | will answer; and while they are yet speaking, | will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, saysthe Lord. | saiah 65:17-25.

While Satan was rallying his army, the saints were in the city, beholding the beauty and glory of
the Paradise of God. Jesus was at their head, leading them. All at once the lovely Savior was gone from our
company; but soon we heard His lovely voice, saying, “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” We gathered about Jesus, and just as He
closed the gates of the city, the curse was pronounced upon the wicked. The gates were shut. Then the
saints used their wings and mounted to the top of the wall of the city. Jesus was also with them; His crown
looked brilliant and glorious. It was a crown within a crown, seven in number. The crowns of the saints
were of the most pure gold, decked with stars. Their faces shone with glory, for they were in the express
image of Jesus; and as they arose, and moved all together to the top of the city, | was enraptured with the
sight.

Then the wicked saw what they had lost; and fire was breasthed from God upon them, and
consumed them. This was the execution of the judgment. The wicked then received according as the saints,
in unison with Jesus, had meted out to them during the one thousand years. The same fire from God that
consumed the wicked, purified the whole earth. The broken, ragged mountains melted with fervent heat,
the atmosphere also, and al the stubble was consumed. Then our inheritance opened before us, glorious
and beautiful, and we inherited the whole earth made new. We all shouted with a loud voice, “Glory;
Alleluial” - Early Writings, pages 53, 54.

THE CAPITAL CITY

He carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. And her light
was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Revelation 21:10,11.
And | saw no templetherein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb arethetemple of it. And the
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shinein it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the Lamb isthelight thereof. Revelation 21:22,23. | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And | John saw the holy
city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the taber nacle of God iswith men,
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and
betheir God. Revelation 21:1-3.

In the city was a most glorious throne, from which proceeded a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal. On each side of this river was the tree of life, and on the banks of the river were other beautiful
trees bearing fruit which was good for food.

Language is atogether too feeble to attempt a description of heaven. As the scene rises before me,
| am lost in amazement. Carried away with the surpassing splendor and excellent glory, | lay down the pen,
and exclaim, “Oh, what love! what wondrous lovel” The most exalted language fails to describe the glory
of heaven or the matchless depths of a Savior's love. - Early Writings, page 289.

With Jesus at our head we all descended from the city down to this earth, on a great and mighty
mountain, which could not bear Jesus up, and it parted asunder, and there was a mighty plain. Then we
looked up and saw the great city, with twelve foundations, and twelve gates, three on each side, and an
angel at each gate. We all cried out, “ The city, the great city, it's coming, it's coining down from God out of
heaven,” and it came and settled on the place where we stood.

Then we began to look at the glorious things outside of the city. There | saw most glorious houses
that had the appearance of silver, supported by four pillars set with pearls most glorious to behold. These
were to be inhabited by the saints. In each was a golden shelf. | saw many of the saints go into the houses,
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take off their glittering crowns, and lay them on the shelf, then go out into the field by the houses to do
something with the earth; not as we have to do with the earth here; no, no. A glorious light shone al about
their heads, and they were continually shouting and offering praises to God. - Ibid., pagesl7, 18.

There's abeautiful city that lies far away
From the earth with its burden of tears,
Where the night never enters, but shadowless day Shines on through eternity's years.

From the shadows are lifted our sorrowful eyes, To the hills where the angels have trod,
And our hearts ever yearn for our home in the skies,
Our home in the garden of God.

And there al our sorrows shall fade as a dream As we enter the country of rest,
While before usin heavenly beauty shall gleam

The mansions prepared for the blest.

J. D. SANTEE,

THE NEW EARTH BESTOWED ON THE SAINTS

Thekingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall
be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
all dominions shall serve and obey Him. Daniel 7:27.

The goodly land! | can hardly forbear, before | close, casting a glance forward to that heavenly
inheritance which is the objective point of all our struggles, our toils, and our desires. | see there a land
which standsin awonderful contrast to this. Asthe hymn says:

“Oh! how unlike the present world,
Will be the one to come.”

| see fields smiling in living green, trees majestic in their wealth of verdure, flowers dazzling with
their rainbow hues, and on neither field nor tree nor flower do | see the touch of frost or the pale hand of
decay. | see no footprints of the curse, no scars of sin. | see no pestilence walking in darkness, nor
destruction wasting at noonday. | see no forms distorted with pain, nor brows furrowed with anxiety and
care. | see no mournful shafts telling where weary forms and sad and broken hearts have gone down into
dust and darkness. | see no painful messages passing over that land, as two days ago we received one here,
telling that afriend, a brother, afellow laborer, had fallen beneath the cruel stroke of arelentless foe. | see
no darkened room where the tide of a precious life is ebbing slowly away. | see no bosoms heaving with
anguish, no badges of mourning, no funeral trains, no yawning, insatiate grave.

But on the other hand, | see a glorious company who bear bright palms of victory over death and
the grave. | see, as one of our hymns says, that-

“The glory of God, like amolten sea,
Bathes the immortal company.”

See every eye sparkling with the fullness of the joy that reigns within. | see on every cheek the
bloom of eterna youth and everlasting health. | see every limb lithe and strong. | see the lame man leaping
as ahart. | see the blind gazing with rapture on the celestial glory. | see the deaf listening enchanted to the
heavenly melody. | see the dumb joining with loud voice in the anthems of praise. | see the mother clasping
to her bosom the children she had lost awhile in the land of the enemy, but now recovered forever. | see
long-parted friends meet in eternal reunion. | see a river so pure and clear, so charged with every element
of refreshment and life, that it is called “the river of life” | see a tree overarching al, so healing in its
leaves, so vivifying initsfruits, that it is called “the tree of life.” . ..

Such is the goodly land we may go up and possess. Such is the land that awaits every laborer who
is faithful to the end. The Spirit and the bride say, Come; and whosoever will, may come. If any here have
not yet turned their feet Zion ward, let me say, “Come with us, and we will do thee good.”-URIAH
SMITH, in The Coming Crisis.
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