
l ' a u ~  saiil t11;~t we ~ 1 1 0  believe are scaled ~ v i t h  the 11~1~7 
Spirit of promise, which is tlie earnest, or :lssilranc.c, of our 
iill~eritailce ~ i n t i l  tlle redemption of' the pnrcliased posse-4011. 
Eph. 1 : 13, 14. Jesus has purchased our inheritance, l>ut i t  
waits to be redeemed-it is still under tlie curse of sin. yeq, 
tliis ~vllole creation groans under its l ~ ~ i r d e n  of sin zrlltl noe. 
Rom. 8: 22, 23. But it mill be redeemetl, for the  eneiny shall 
]lot triumph forever, and  " the  meek shall inherit the eartli; 
and  shall delight thenlselves in the abundance of peace." 1%. 
7 :  1 .  But that call never be in  the present state of the enrtl~ , 
for in this world they are pilgrims and strangers, and here tilily 
.hall sufI'er tribulation. 1 Peter 2 : 11 ; John 16 : 33. 

Peter speaks of three co~lclitiolls of this world, and  thest, :Ire . 
qo different tha t  he  calls thela three earths, or  worlds. 2 I'cter 
3:  5-7, 10, 13. I I e  says that in  tlie last days scoffers shall ~ a y ,  
" Where is the  promise of his coining? for since the fathers f ~ l l  
 sleep, all  things continue as they were from the  beginning of 
the creation." Verses 3,4. We do not look to creation to rcacl 
the 1)romise of his coming; this is found, in plain terms, in  tlic 
m r e  word of prophecy. But they are wrong in  their statenle~lt. 
Ail l  things tlo not continue as they were from the beginning of 
the creation. Iilspiratio~l said tha t  the earth sllould wax old 
as  a garment; and the  eartll shows unmistakable signs of age. 

The  earth was first peopled in  Asia. After the  flood, .lsi:t 
was again first peopled. There nian fell; there the wontlcrs 
of God were displayed in his dealings with patriarclls ail11 
propllets; there Abraham was called, and there h e  offered 1111 

Isaac ; and there the  Son of Gorl oferecl ul) liin~self; ancl there 
(2::s) 

tllc gospel 1ra.j f i rd  ploclaimecl, and t l~ousal~t ir  e~nbrace~l  it and 
wcre ftlitlli'ul unto  death. But with nilotllci- gelleration the 
ligllt of the  gospel b q a n  to dccline ill that ~, ; i r t  of tlie worlil, 
and i t  tr:tveleil ~~e?tn-:x:.(l ; and wc\t\v:lrtl lras beell its course 
to the  prcseut day ; a1lt1 ilow i t  llas circlet1 the  eartl~. It5 l ig l~ t  

LS norv s l i i~ l i~ ig  0 1 1  the eabtcnl sllorc of tlie I'acific, ml~cre it liac 
I I O ~  flourislietl before the present gc111eration. Tlle Saviour 
foretold that  the go~l)cll of the k i ~ i ~ ( l o ~ i l ,  tlic illes,:lge of tlic 
Icing coming i n  his glory, s l~ould I~oljrcachccl i1~:111 the world 
for a witlless unto all natiolls; ailrl t l~cl l  shall tlie c ~ t d  conic." I t  

will not coilrert the il:~tioils, but i t  will t r iuinpl~,  just as it dill ill 
t l ~ e  tl,l,vs of Christ i~11,l  llis apostler,-it n-ill gather out from all 
lratio~rz n chosen cao~nlj:~~iy to the glory of his ntlmc. 
1.5 : 14; Ecv. 7 : $1. 

Of tlloqc w l ~ o  scoB a t  tlle Lortl'z conliiig, Pctcr st~id tliey 
tlre ~villingly ignor:tllt. 2 Petcr 3 : -5. They are igllorailt of 

the fact that all  tllurg.; coi~?i.;t by the nrorcl of Got1 ; tliat, not 
by cll:ulce, but by that '. n.orc1 of God the heavciir n7ereof old, ancl 
the e;lrtli stalldiiig ont of th(1 water ancl in  the water; whereby 
thc ~vorlcl that then \\-:I., being overflolvecl wit11 \vater,pcrished." 
l'crses Ti, 6. JTlic11 the n- i~~t lo~vs  of heaven were opened, a i d  
t l ~ ~  folultains of the great deep were broken up, and  the rag- 
i ~ l g  ~l-nters rose above tlle tops of tlr e 11 igllest 1110~11 t:lins (Gene- 
sis 7) ,  the whole ftlcc of n~tture was changed ; all(l when Soah  
looked froin the  ark upon the eartll, i t  \\-as a, scc~ie of de.;ola- 
tion, utterly nillike :ui~ything Ilc hacl el.c.1. Feen bcihre. Truly, 
tlie world llnd pcri\lrecl. 

.Ind Petcr proceeds to speali of the heavens and cart11 
n-11ich are litr\v, ill ~listinctioil f'i'olil those which perisliccl, mliicl~ 
by the s a n ~ e  wort1 are kelk in store, reserved, not to peri5l~ 
again by water, but resen-cil ullto fire, against the day of juclg- 
iiient and perdition of ungodly 111~11. 2 Peter 3 : 7. dncl tlle fire * 
~ r i l l  have a still greater effect ul)oli the  earth than the ~vater  
I ~ t ~ d  lipon the earth that 'esistecl l~ei'ore the flood. " The elc- 
i i~ents  sllall inclt wit11 fervent licnt, tllo earth also, ancl the 
works that are tllerein sllall be bunlcil up." Versc 10. 

-1nd this is the day of pcrrlitio~~ of ~u~goclly Inen. IYl~en 
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the eartli is melted, it will Le literally a sea of fire, and t1i:~t 
will be the lake of fire into xvliicll the nngoclly are to be cast. 
Rev. 20 : 15. But Peter continues :- 

"Nevertheless we, accordirlg to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwclleth rightcousncss." Versc 12. 

That new earth will be related to the part11 tliat now is, : t i  

this is related to that which was before the Aood ; there will 
be the same material under far different conditions. The 
change wrought by the flood left tllc carth still bringing fort11 
thorns and thistles,-still under the curse. But when the eartli 
is nielted with fervent heat, and all the works that are therein 
are burned up, it mill conie fort11 renovated, renewed, with- 
out a trace of sin or tlie curse rcinaini~lg. Thus speaks: tlie 
prophet :- 

"For, behold, tlie day comeill, that sllall burn as an oven; :rnd all thc, 
proud, yea,and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that con)- 
eth shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it s11:lll leave the111 
neither root nor branch." Mal. 4 : 1. 

The Scriptures say that the wicked, as well as tlie riglit- 
eous, shall be rewarded in the earth. Prov. 11 : 31. But their 
rewards are so essentially different that it is impossible tlmt 
they should be rewarded in the earth at; or during thc salue 
time. The psalmist says :- 

"Eut tlie meek shall inherit tlie earth; and shall deJiyht themselves in 
the abu~~d'ince of peace." "The Lord kr~oueth  the days of the upright; 
and their irllieritance shall be forever." '' The righteous shall illherit the 
land, and dwell therein forever." Ps. 37: 11, 18, 29. 

But l l o ~ ~  different is tlie fate of the wicked:-- 
"T7or y ~ t  a little while, and the wicked shall not Lc; yc:~, tliou sl~nlt dil- 

igently consider his place, and it shall not b ~ . "  Versr 10. 

The wicked will never behold the earth renewed, restored 
to its original state of purity, for iu that new earth dwelleth 
righteousness; no sin nor curse mill be there. Yet they will 
be recompensed f ~ ~ l l y ,  entirely, in the earth. Tlie Scriptures 
say that they shall have thcir portion in the lake of fire ; and 
the day that cometh shall burn them up. This prcscnt world 
is the place of their choice: for this they have rejected eternal 

life a i d  a11 tlie joys of Paradise. Cut "they shall be destroyed 
forever" (Ps. 02 : 7) ,  and their very place s.hal1 not be, for. the 
old eartli shall pass anray with them. As says the prophet :- 

"Ant1 I sau- :\ new hearen and a. nrn- earth; for the first llenren and 
tlie first earth were passed away." Rev. 21 : 1. 

T l l ~  ailiinals wllicll God CI-cated upoil the enrtll, over 
wliicll he gave inail doininioli ill the beginning, will bc rv- 
stored to their iililoceiicy ; for it is written:- 

"The wolf also sh:tll dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shnll lie 
doxn xvith the kid; and the calf and the yoling lion and the fatling to- 
gether; and a little child shall lead theru. An,d the cow and the bear shall 
feed ; their young ones s l~al l  lie d o w n  together; and  tile lion sllall eat stran 
like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, ant1 
the weaned child shall pu t  his hand on the cocltatrlce's den. They sllall 
not hurt nor destroy i n  all my holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of tlle Lord, as the waters corer the sea." Isa. 11 : 6-9, 

And agaili the word uf ~11e Lord coiilc.; bj- tlie sunie 
prol'llct :- 

"The wolf and the lamb sl1:~11 feed together, ant1 the lion shall eat straw 
likc the bullock; and dust sliall be tlle serpent's meat. They sllall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy rmou~itain, snit11 the Lord." Isa. G5 : 25. 

When the earth was created there was no city upon i t :  
a city was not then needed. But it is vcry evident that a city 
was intended n~hen the earth should bcco~ue peopled, and that 
city would hare been the capital of the whole empire. The 
garden tliat the Lord planted in Eden, rvllereiu was the tree of 
life, mould h a w  bceil the center. To this all the nations 
would have resorted. This would hare been the per~uailent 
home of Rdalu, the patriarch of the race. I u  tlie coinpara- 
tively brief record of God's revelations to Abraham, we fiilcl 
no inention of the city in the divine purpose; yet we know 
tliat it mas prolnised to Abraham, for the apostle says of 11i111, 
"For he looked for a city mhicli hat11 fouudations, whose 
builder and maker is God." Heb. 11:IO. This is spo1;en of 
as a part of his faith, but if God had not promisec-l it, his fk~itli 
could not have embraced it. And we have seen that the coyc- 
nailt with Abraharn is Gud's mctllod of accomplishing liis 
origiilal p~rposc  ill the creation. 

1 G 
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was overcollle with tlie 1)revuiling inicinity. C'omlng up  to the 
city to n-orship is the ii1numer:ll~le 11u5.t n-110 inl ler~t  the land 
from the river unto the ellel of the earth. dn t l  here is H e  wllo 
once-trod the bills rountl about J e r n ~ a l ~ ~ n ,  xvith weary feet and 
l'itying heart, seeking the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
Here H e  was slaitl to rcdocln this ~vorsllipping host with IIig 
precious blood. Unto Kinl every eye is turned; to IIirn every 
knee bun-s; to H i m  every tongue shouts praise, for to Hiin they 
owe tbeir life, and all this joy, this lleavenly beauty, this glory. 

";lnd every creature nrliich is in heaven, and on the enrth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in t l ~ e  sen,and all that arc in .hem, hcard I tayinr, 
Elessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." Rev. 5 : 13. 

Thus encls the conflict of ages. The reign of sin and death 
i s  forever past. All11 it is sad to think that  the finally impeni- 
tent will never behold the earth in  its beauty, in its redeemed, . 
glorified state. They c1loo.e " this present world '' as their por- 
tion, and their portion is to perish with it, dying as they have 
lived, igllorailt of the boulldlessiless of the joy that God has 1,re- 
pared for those ~vllo love him. But to the righteous an eternity 
of bliss is given, where they may contcmplnte the n.isclom of 
Gotl, allel ever lcaril more of hi3 goorlncss to his creatures. 




