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Pavr said that we who believe are sealed with the Iloly
.Spirit of promise, which is the earnest, or assarance, of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.
Eph. 1:13,14. Jesus has purchased our inheritance, but it
waits to be redeemed—it is still under the curse of sin.  Yes
this whole creation groans under its burden of sin and \\'oe.,
Rom. 8:22, 23. But it will be redeemed, for the enemvy shall
not triumph forever, and “the meek shall inherit the earth;
311’1(1 shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” Ps?
37:11.  But that can never be in the Present state of the earth
for in this world they are pilgrims and strangers, and here the\;
<hall suffer tribulation. 1 Peter2: 11; John 16:38. ;

Peter speaks of three conditions of this world, and thesc are
so different that he calls them three carths, or worlds. 2 Peter
3:5-7,10,18. He says that in the last days scoffers shall say
*“ Where is the promise of his coming ? for since the fathers ﬂ;ll,
aslee, all things continue as they were from the beginning of
the creation.” Verses 3,4. We do not look to creation to read
the promise of his coming; this is found, in plain terms, in the
sure word of prophecy. But they are wrong in their statenient.
All things do not continue as they were from the beginning of
the creation. Inspiration said that the earth should wax old
as a garment; and the earth shows unmistakable signs of age.

The earth was first peopled in Asia. After the flood, A:ia
was again first peopled. There man fell ; there the wonders
of God were displayed in his dealings with patriarchs and
prophets; there Abraham was called, and there he offered up
Isaac; and there the Son of God offerad up himself; and there
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the gospel was first proclaimed, and thousands embraced it and
were faithful unto death. But with another generation the
light of the gospel began to decline in that part of the world,
and it traveled westward; and westward has been its course
to the present day ; and now it has circled the earth. Tts light
is now shining on the castern shore of the Pacific, where it has
not flourislied  before the present generation. The Saviour
foretold that the gospel of the kingdom, the message of the
King comingin his glory, should * be preached inall the world
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the cuud come.” Tt
will not convert the nations, but it will triumph, just as it did in
the days of Christ and his apostles,—it will gather out from all
nations a chosen company to the glory of his name. .\ets
15:14; Rev. 7:9.

Of those who scoff at the Lord’s coming, Peter said they
are willingly ignorant. 2 Peter 3:5. They are ignorant of
the fact that all things consist by the word of God ; that, not
by chance, but by that “ word of God the heavenswereof old, and
the earth standing out of the water and in the water; whereby
the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished.”
Verses 5, 6. When the windows of heaven were opened, and
the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the rag-
ing waters rose above the tops of the highest mountains (Gene-
«is 7), the whole face of nature was changed; and when Noah
looked from the ark upon the earth, it was a scene of desola-
tion, utterly unlike anything he had ever seen before. Truly,
the world had perished.

And Peter proceeds to speak of the heavens and carth
which are now,in distinetion from those which perished, which
by the same word are kept in store, reserved, not to perish
again by water, but reserved unto five, against the day of judg-
ment and perdition of ungodly men. 2 Peter3:7. And the fire
will have a still greater effect upon the earth than the water
had upon the carth that existed hefore the flood. “The ele-
meunts shall melt with fervent Ticat, the earth also, and the
works that are therein shall be burned up.”  Verse 10.

And this is the day of perdition of ungodly men. When
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the earlh is melted, it will be literally a sea of fire, and that
will be the lake of fire into which the ungodly are to be cast.
Rev. 20:15. But Peter continues:—

«Nevertlieless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”  Versc 15.

That new earth will be related to the earth that now is, as
this is related to that which was before the flood; there will
be the same material under far different conditions. The
change wrought by the flood left the carth still bringing forth
thorns and thistles,—still under the curse. But when the earth
is melted with fervent heat, and all the works that are therein
are burned up, it will come forth renovated, renewed, withi-
out a trace of sin or the curse remaining. Thus speaks the
prophet :—

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shalt burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that com-
eth shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neitlier root nor branch.” Mal. 4:1.

The Scriptures say that the wicked, as well as the right-
eous, shall be rewarded in the earth. Prov. 11 :31. But their
rewards are so essentially different that it is impossible that
they should be rewarded in the earth at or during the same
time. The psalmist says :—

“But thie meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in
the abundance of peace.” “The Lord kuoweth the days of the upright ;

and their inleritance shall be forever.” * The righteous shall inherit the
land, and dwell therein forever.” Ps. 37:11, 18, 29.

But Low different is the fate of the wicked:—

“Tor yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be; yea, thou slialt dil-
igently consider his place, and it shall not be.” Verse 10.

The wicked will never behold the earth renewed, restored
to its original state of purity, for in that new earth dwelleth
righteousness; no sin nor curse will be there. Yet they will
e recompensed fully, entirely, in the earth. The Scriptures
say that they shall have their portion in the lake of fire; and
the day that cometh shall burn them up. This present world
is the place of their choice; for this they have rejected eternal
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life and all the joys of Paradise. But “they shall be destroyed
forever” (Ps. 92 :7), and their very place shall not be, for the
old earth shall pass away with them. As says the prophet:—

“And I saw o new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and
the first carth were passed away.” Rev.21:1.

Tle animals which God ercated upon the ecarth, over
which he gave man dominion in the beginning, will be re-
stored to their innoceney ; for it is written:—

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie

down with the kid; and the calf and the yonng lion and the fatling to-
gether; and a little child shall lead them, And the cow and the bear shall

feed; their young ones shall lie down together:' and the lion shall eat straw

like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den. They shall
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” Isa. 11:6-9.

And again the word of tlie Lord comes by the same
prophet:—

“The wolf and thelamb shall feed together, and thie lion shall eat straw
like the bullock; and dast shiall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not
liurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the Lord.” Isa. 63:25.

When the earth was created there was no city upon it
a city was not then needed. But it is very evident that a city
was intended when the earth should become peopled, and that
city would have been the capital of the whole empire. The
garden that the Lord planted in Eden, wherein was the tree of
life, would have been the center. To this all the nations
would have resorted. This would have been the permanent
home of Adam, the patriarch of the race. In the compara-
tively brief record of God’s revelations to Abraham, we find
no mention of the city in the divine purposc; yet we kuow
that it was promised to Abraham, for the apostle says of him,
“For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.” Heb. 11:10. This is spoken of
as a part of his faith, but if God had not promised it, his faith
could not have embraced it. And we have seen that the cove-
nant with Abraham is God’s mecthod of accomplishing his
original purpose in the creation.

16
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This city is ealled a woman.  There is nothing incongru-
ous in this. In Rev.17:18, a certain power is presented, and
the two terms, a woman and a city, are applied to it. Note
what St. Paul says of this subjectin the book of Galatians:—

“For this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem
which nowis, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem which
is above is free, which is the motler of us all.” Gal. 4: 25, 26.

In this chapter the two women, Hagar and Sarali, are
made to represent the two covenants and the two Jerusalems.
The old Jerusalem, rejected of God for her iniquities, is rep-
resented by Hagar; her children are in bondage. Jerusalem
whicli is above, but which is to come down upon the eartls,
is frec; slie is represented by Sarah, whose son was the child
of promise, the ouly heir. The followers of Jesus are her chil-
dren; she is their mother. Paul says, “ Now we, brethren, as
Isaac was, are the children of promise.” Gal. 4:28. We are
the children of the heavenly city, the free wonian.

It has always been customary to speak of any people as the
¢hildren of their certain laud or city. We find in Isaiah 54,
the chapter from which Paul quotes in Galatians 4, that the
two Jerusalems are called wives and mothers :—

“Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and

cry alond, thon that didst not travail with child; for more are the children
of the desolate than the children of the married swife, saith the Lord.”

Tsa. 5d:1.

These words Paul applies to the New Jerusalem. The old
city was the married wife, for God there built his temple; there
he set his name, and he took her children to be his people.
But she was put away for tlieir unfaithfulness. All the true
children of the promise are the children of the New Jerusalem,
which has not yet been married. And why wnot?—Because
Jesus Christ has not yet received that inheritance and that
kingdom of which that eity is the metropolis. But when the
priesthood of our Saviour closes, then the Father shall give
unto hin the throne of his father David; the nations are then
given to himn for an inheritance; his enemies will bg put under
his feet; the kingdows of this world become the kingdoms of
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our'folrd i}l{d his Christ, and he takes possession of the city, the

capital. - This is the time of the fulf :

' ' ilment of that prophecy

of Daniel :—— rophes
“Andin the days of these kings shall the God of ITeaven set up a king-

dom, which shall never be destroyed ; and tlie kingdom shall not be left to

other i ple, bu shiall Dy aals es ar G11811111€e a t 1C8e 1\‘1 )l‘r(lO]ng
I peo I t it slial ca 11 pleg O g y
and.it \,]]d” stand forev er, .])‘lll. 2: 14

nm S * N

lhe.sottnlg up of the kingdon is the nvesting of the Lord
]Lsus \\.‘1th. the authority, and bestowlug upon him the capital
This gift is made in Ieaven, as is shown in Dan. 7:18, 14—

. “Isaw in the night visions, and, hehold, one like the Son of man can

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of J)avé ‘11;& f‘l l?
brought him near hefore lim.  And there was given him d;);l’li;]i()l] 1:1?1
glory, and a kingdom, that all People, nations, and lnngnu,\:es,-should .;e‘r:*ve

hi i ¢ .. . . ) . .
1m 18 lolnl O d

) nion 18 an evey 1‘1St1ng (1()1_111]]1()11, which Sh'Lll not pass away )
and his kmgdom that W thh Shﬂn not be (,1(’,5“1)\ ed.

The So ey e e .
1 *Ron of man is brought before the Ancient of Days,
\: 1(\1§t]11‘ throne of judgment is set (sce verses 9, 10), to receive
- . r s s . . . -
the klngdopl. This scene is located in Heaven—not on the
'zlrth.. And the words of Jesus show the same thing, in the
following parable:— )
3 H ‘ 3
- ‘He said t]}erefom,_x certain nobleman weut juty a farcountry to receive
t()l.mnself a kingdom, and to return. And hLe called his ten sei*vauts and
(1(.}11\'(:‘1:6(1 thew ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till T come , -}Il£
;us citizens hated him, and sent g message after him, saving, We Wi.ll 1ot
Ve . . ald 3 .“(» e
‘mtw this man to relgn over ns. And it came to pass, that when he was
returned, having received the Khrgdom, then lie commanded these ﬁer\"tnt;
to be called nnto him, to whom he had given the money, that llé might
know how much every man had gained by trading,” Luke ,]0 :12-15 ;
After the ace " reckomni i i )
account of reckoning with his servants ho
added :— ’
“But those mine enemies i
s s, which would not that [ gy i
. : E nld re Y
thei, bring hither, and slay them before me.”” Verse 27 e
" Himself was the nobleman who was to receive the kingdom
| 1¢ far country to which lie went to receive the kingdom, is
e ‘ . - . . i
Heaven. The kingdowm is this earth, for here hehas aiven his
T o o s T °
fG?IdVantS their talents to improve, and here they use them or
b / AT e Yo .
] 1te(lth};a}11. And very decisive is the statement that his citizens
tated him.  Here his enemies refuse to have him rule over
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thent, and here they will be slain. 1t is impossible to consider
that the kingdom he receives is anything but this earth, unless
we admit that the inhabitants of Heaven hate him, and that
he will destroy them. ITe does not go to the locality of the
kingdomn, but to a far country, to receive it, and returns to the
locality; having received the kingdom. This earth, the first
dominion, which lie has purchased with his blood, is to be his
everlasting kingdom. Though it is conceded that forever and
everlasting have different significations, their duration being
determined by the subjects to which they are applied, there
can be no question as to the eternal duration of the kingdom
of Christ upon this eartls, for thus the angel spoke:—

“ And the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of Lis father David;
and he shall rule over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end.” TLukeT:32, 33.

We have noticed that Abrahamn was taken to Palestine to
beliold his inheritance, because that was the land in which was
to be located the capital. But that capital is the New Jeru-
salem, which Paul says is above; it is in Heaven. When John
was shown this city he said it was by one of the angels that
had the seven last plagues. Rev. 21:9. By this we know
that the fulfilment of this part of the vision is not Defore the
close of the present dispensation: for these angels do not appear
until this dispensation is about to close.

Tt may be well to remark that the hook of Revelation is
not to be read from the standpoint of John when the vision
was given, but fron the standpoints of the progressive fulfill-
nient of its several parts. John stood as the representative of
the charch through all the ages. What he saw in vision in
A. D. 96, the church must see in fact through all the centuries,
even to the restoration of the earth, and into eternity beyond.
The several lines of prophecy, as the letters to the seven
churches, the opening of the seven seals, the sounding of the
seven trumpets, and the history of the dragon and the two beasts
of chapter 13, each coversthe entire dispensation. They began
in the days of John, but end in the ushering in of eternity.

But the seven last plagues do not cover the dispensation.
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They are all poured out in a brief period, after the Third
Angel’s Message is given, as we have already seen.  The seven
angels receive the vials or plagues just before probation closes,
as we may judge from Rev. 7:1-3, where the angels are re-
strained from opening the judgments of God upon the earth;
and also from Rev. 15: 7, 8, where the plaguesare given to the
augel before the temple is filled with the glory of God, which
latter event indicates that there will be no priestly service dur-
ing the pouring out of the plagues. Now John saw all the
seals opened in his vision, but only one of them was really
opened in his age. The church sees them all opened in its
experience in the whole dispensation. Johm saw in vision a
beast with two horns, which made an image to the first beast;
and in vision he saw an angel give a solemn warning against
the worship of the beast and his image. But it is reserved to
the church in the last days to see these things in fact. Jolhn
said that an angel, one of those having the seven last plagues,
came to him and talked with him. This angel did not appear
to John at his standpoint of 4. p. 96, for that was not the date of
this angel; but Johu was carried down in vision to the stand-
point of the church at the close of the dispensation. It is here
that the angel talked with him in his vision. Losing sight of
this necessary order, some have been led to spiritualize this
prophecy which we arc now consilering, as they could not
locate it in the time of John, where they assuined that it
belonged, and giveit a literal or correet interpretation.  \sJoln
said that the New Jerusalem comes down from Heaven, and
Paul said it is above, we must for a moment consider what the
Scriptures say on the subject of its being in Heaven:—

1. As the capital is to be in Palestine, we conclude that
the New Jerusalem will be located just where the old city
stood. Thus we read of the preparation of the land to reccive
the city - —

“And hix [Jesus'] feet shall siand in that day upon the Mount of Olives,
which is before Jerusalem on the cast, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave
in themidst thereof toward the cast and toward the west, and there ghall be

a very great valley; and half of the mountain ¢hall remove toward the
north, and half of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of



246 FROM EDEN T0 LDEN.

the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal; yea,
ve shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uz-
zialh king of Judal; and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints
with thee.” Zech. 14:4, 5.

Some have greatly misapprehended the teaching of this
prophecy, supposing it to be a record of a consecutive series of
events, because it continues to speals of what shall occur in the
day of the Lord. But the day of the Lord is a period of time
more than a thousand years in length. beginning wlren the
priesthood of Christ closes, before the seven last plagues are
poured out, and continuing until the tinal restitution of all
things—the redemption of the righteous, the destruction of the
wicked, and the renewing of the earth. The verses (uoted
above are widely separated front those which immediately pre-
cede them, in time of fulfilment. In like manner we often
find the two advents of our Saviour connected in the prophe-
cies, but they are far apart in fulfilment. The city of God
comes down upon the earth, not at the beginning hut near the
end of that great day. The cleaving of the mountain, and the
making of a very great valley, will remove every trace of the
old Jerusalem, and thus a place will be prepared for the new.
That sacred, honoured spot will be restored to the shape and
condition it had wlen it wus first created—Dbefore the curse
had marred it, or the fierceness of the flood had detaced it.

The prophet continues:—
-

“Aud it shall be in that day that living waters ghall go out from Jerusa-
lem ; half of them toward the eastern sea, and half of them toward the west-
ern sen.” Zech 14: 8, Revised Versiow.

And so in the hook of Revelation. In the description of
the city, John says: “And he showed me a pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamh.” Rev. 22:1. There must certainly take
place such a change in the face of that country as that de-
seribed by the prophet Zecharial, for in its present shape it
would be impossible for rivers to flow in different directions, at
least east and west from Jerusalem. The city will be elevated
upon a mountain, cven upon Mount Zion. That mountain is
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uow in lleaen, and the holy city is upon it; the mountain
upon which the city is situated will come down from Heaven
with it.  Let us notice what the Seriptures say:—

“But ye are come unte Mouut Sion, and unto the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,”
ete. Ilch. 12:22,

In verses 25, 26, it is said that, as the voice of God was
once heard from Sinai, by which the earth was shaken, so it
will once more be heard from IHeaven, and that it will shake
the heavens and the earth. To this the prophet Jeremial re-
fers in his deseription of the terrors of that great day wlhen all
the nations shall be overthrown :—

“The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy
habitation.” Jer. 25:30.

And other prophets speak in like manner; thus:—

“And le said, The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from
Jerusalemn; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top
of Carmel shall wither.,” Amos1:2,

And very explicit are the following words:—

“ The sun aud the moon shall be darkened, and the stars ghall withdraw
their shining. The Lord also shall roarout of Zion, and utter his voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake; but the Lord will
be the hope of liis people, and the strength of the children of Israel.” Joel
3:15, 16.

Once shall the voice of God be heard from on high, and
once shall the heavens and the earth be shaken by that voice.
But it will be heard from Zion, from Jerusalem. There is the
city, and there is the Mount Zion upon which the city rests:
there is the river of the water of life, and there is the tree of
life, which was once planted on the earth, but was taken away
because of the sin of Adam, and is to be restored to its place
on the earth by the merits of the blood of the sccond Adam.

Of the view of the city shown to him by the angel, John
thus speaks:—

“And there caune unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven
vials full of the seven lagt plagues, and talked with me, saying, Cowe hitler,

I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And Le carried me away in
the spirit to a great and high mounntain, and showed me that great city, the
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lloly Jerusalem,. descending out of Heaven from God, having the glory of
God; and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even Like g jasper
stone, clear as erystal.” TRev. 21:9-11.

Here follows a description of its most transcendent glory.
Tts walls are high, with twelve foundations of precious stones.
Its gates arc of pearl. The glory of God and the T.amb are
the light of it.  Of it John further says :—

3 “And T John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of Heaven, prepared as a hride adorned for ler hushand.” Rev.

212,

2. This city comes down from Heaven, as its maker and
builder is God. It was built in Heaven, but it was intended
for the metropolis of the earth. And why is this earth so hon-
oured with the city of God and the eternal kingdom of Clrist?
Though small among the works of God, this earth has been
tho' scene of wondrous events. Next to the war in Heaven, by
which Satan and his angels were forever shut out of that holy
place, the greatest conflict that the universe has known, or
will know, has beew on this earth. The hosts of Heaven shou’ted
for joy when this carth was made. But here Satan triumphed
over man; here sin set its blight upon the works of God; here
Christ, the Son of God, by whom he made the worlds, su’ﬁ'ered
and died for man’s sake ; here he triumphed over death : and
here he will Lruise the head of Satan, and bring him to a’n ig-
nominious end. TRev, 20: i-10; Heb. 2:14. And it is fittine
that wlien the cenflict is over, the curse removed, the first do?
minion restored, the inheritance of Abrahan and his children
regleemed, here the Son of God should erect his throne, and
reign to endless ages among the happy millions whom he pur-
chased with his blood.

Two expressions in regard to this city we notice: 1. John
says the city was )repared as a bride adorned for her husband.
Rev. 21:2. 2 Tle says that the angel who called him,
promised to show him the bride, the Lamb’s wife ; and then
h.e showed him the city, a description of which he proceeded to
give. This is much more than an intimation that the city is the
bride. We have already seen that the New Jorusalem is called
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the mother of all the faithful children of Abraham, and that
it is represented by Sarah, the wife of Abraham, the mother of
the only heir.  So it is not new in the book of Revelation that
a city should be called a woman, or a bride, a wife. And it is
no more strange that a city should be called a bride, than that
she should be called a mother. Yet we all know that the New
Jerusalem is called our mother. And herein we find the solu-
tion of another Scripture truth which has been regarded as a
mystery. Jesus, the Son of David, is referred to in the proph-
ecy of Isaiali, as follows :—

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder ; and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the

throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice, from henceforth even forever.” TIsa.9:6,7.

The position that he is to occupy—the government that
he is to hold—sufficiently identify the person here referred to
as the Son of God, the Messiali. The wonder has been how
lie who is the Prince of Peace can be called *“the everlasting
Father.” It canuot represent him in any relation to “the
Trinity,” as some have supposed, for the Father is uniformly
considered “the first person,” while the Prince of Peace, he
who appeared as the Son of David, and Heir to his throne, is as
uniformly lheld to be the second person. If it should be
claimed that he is both Father and Son in the Trinity, then it
is evident there could be no Trinity, as he would be but one
person with two names. It appears evident that this prophecy
has no refercuice to any such doctrine, but refers to him as a
Ifather in a different sense.

Now as the New Jerusalem is called the bride, our mother,
and as Jesus is the bridegroom, he must by right be called our
Father. Thus the bridegroom and bride are the father and
mother of all the children of the heavenly city. This is hoth
plain and reasonable.

But these children are all faithful ones, who are constituted
the seed of Abraham by faith in Christ, and who are born
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anew to the kingdom of God. The unfaithful—they who
have rejected Christ, whether among the Jews or Gentiles—
have no lot nor part in that matter. They are looking also to
Jerusalem for the fulfilment of the promises of God ZDbut it is
to the old Jerusalem, the « Jerusalem which now is ’and is in
!)ondage with her children.”  Gal. 4: 925 The New :T erusalem
is not tl%e mother of these hond children, and Jesus, the bride-
groom, 1is not their Father. Theyv will have no part in his
work of restitution. g |

But of_ his Father, Jesus says, © My Father, which gave
them me, is greater than 1,7 and, “ My Father is greater than
all.”  John 10:29; 14.98, He is over all, the universal
Father; he is even “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus.
Christ.” 2 Cor. 11:31, etc. )

But Jesus Christ himself, tlie royal bridegroom to the New
Jerusalem, is the everlasting Father of all the redeemed. and
of no others. ,

\‘V hen the kingdom is given to Christ, he takes possession
of his capital,in Heaven, and this is called in a figure the mar-
riage. The saints are the guests who are called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb. Rev. 19:6-9.  And we have seent that he:
takes possession of the kingdom in Heaven, before his return to
jchc earth, and he commends the faithful who shall be watch-
ing when the Lord returns from the wedding. Glorious bless-
ing that is promised! He will take them to the mansions pre-

. pared, and make them sit down to theTmarriace supper, and
he will come forth and serve them. Mis own h;nd shall };luck
of the fruit of the trec of life, and give them to eat, and bring
them water from the river of life, What g feast that will be
to those who have suffered in poverty in this world for his
name’s sake! Sce Luke 12: 31-37. |

John said that he saw in the midst of the street of the city
and on either side of the river, the tree of life, which ba;‘(a’
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month.
Rev. 22 2. A monthly yield of twelve manner of fruits
would give an endless variety of fruit, and yet all from th;
Wonfierful trec of life. “And the leaves of the trec were for the
service of the nations.” (Sce the Greek.)
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The question has often been asked if the redeemed saints
will require access to the tree of life. Why not? The tree of
life was planted in Eden, and Adaw and his posterity would
always have had access to it if sin had not caused its removal.
That the trec of life will be one of the blessed privileges and
blessings of the redeemed, is decisively proved by the promise
of the Saviour in his letter to the chiurch of Epliesus. Rev. 2:
1-7. Every individual of this church is now in the grave,
waiting to have part in the “ better resurrection,” wheu this
mortal shall put on immortality, Jesus says of them:—

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is
in tlie midst of the Paradise of God.” Rev. 2:7.

Jesus has promised that we shall partake of the tree of life
after our redemption, which is sufficicut evidence that it will
be a privilege, a blessing, to saints redeemed. It has been sug-
gested that the immortal saints can have no need of the tree of
life. But such a supposition is altogether useless. Of the
nature and condition of the immortalized children of Adam’s
race, we know absolutely nothing. DBut of some things we are
informed in the Scriptures, which have a bearing on this sul-
ject. The apostle speaks thus of the triumph of Jesus over
death, in his resurrection:—

¥ Knowing that Chirst being raised from the dead dieth no more; death
hath no more dominion over him.” Rou 6:9.

But Jesus ate and drank with his disciples after his resur-
rection,—after death had no more dominion over him., And
he also said to his disciples at the last supper:—

“But I say unto you, I will not drink lenceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
Matt. 26: 29. '

And yet again he said:—

“And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto
me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Luke 22:29, 30.

‘These promises of the Saviour, that they should eat and
drink in his kingdom, are in exact comformity with his own
example of eating and drinking after his resurrection.  While
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some feel inclined to explain away these facts, to make the
statements harmonize with their preconceived ideas of the
state and nature of the redecmed, we choose to acknowledge
our ignorance in matters so high, and to bring ideas and
theories into harmony with the cxpress declarations of the
Scriptures.

While the leaves and fruit of the tree of life will be for the
use and service of the nations, we learn in the verses preceding
that “the nations of them that are saved” shall inhabit the
new earth, and shall walk in the light of the lioly city. Rev.
21:23,24. None but the blessed and holy will cver sce the
earth in its beauty, in its renewed state; will ever walk in the
light of the glory of the city of God. It was through sin that
Adam lost the privilege of the garden, lost access to the tree
of life, lost the earth in its blessed, happy state; and this
should be sufficient assurance to us that sinners will never be
admitted to the cnjoyment of those glories. Tlhey who are the
children of Abraham through faith, who have washed their
robes in the Bblood of the Lamb, who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus, will have right to the tree of life,
and enter in through the gates into the city. And terrible will
be their disappointment whoindulge a liope to partake of these
privileges and glories without those qualifications.

Of the glory and jov reserved for those that love Lini, we
can have but very faint coneeptions. Having always been
associated with sin and =<inful surroundings, with sicknesg, pain,
and death, we cannot imagine what it will be to be forever
set free from all such things. Buat the great change will be
made:—

“For, beliold, T create new heavens and a new carth; and the former
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.”  Tsa.65:17.

This means that it shall not be remembered as an object
of desire.  Many beautiful things are enjoved in this earth,
but when Jerusalem is ereated a rejoicing, and lier people a joy,
and the volice of weeping is no more heard in the land, there
will not be one thought of dexire for the former state.  ITere
the saints find their everlasting rest, and gshall delight themselves
in the abundance of peace.
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“The wildernoss and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and ﬂ\fj
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall bloss?m a})u?dzg;‘tl) 1,
and rejoice even with joy and singing. Then the ey SS oTlt e ﬁlllil
shall be opened, and tlie ears of the deaf shall be unstoppg.. . f1en.s t‘l
the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue Qf thie dumb a:}ng,‘ orru.11 11e
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in thie desert.” TIsa.35:1-6.

And again the same prophet says:i—

« Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, :.md come with sing-
ine unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head ; the}; shall
0|)Dtain gladneés and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.” Tsw
51:11.

And to the prophet John the angel spoke thus:—

« And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shallrbe
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any m(t)lre
pain; for the former things are passed away. An.d 1'1e that sat upon the
throne said, Behold, T make all things new.” Rev. 2L: 4, 5.

Fden is then fully restored. Ilcre the river of the \\:ﬂter of
life flows out from the Mount Zion. Here Adam. regains the
troe of life, planted beside the river \\"hi.ch purta: into sepa‘rate
lLieads as in the beginning. Here again 13 paradise, the garden
which the Lord himself planted seven thousand years before.
Here Abraham inherits the earth accor(.ling to the promise; here
is the city for which he looked, every .lllhabltil}lt of which re-'
sards him as a father. Here Moses will enter into that good.l)
Tanc i i proy David will
land which he saw with the eyeof a prophet. Here Dav
behold his throne established, nevermore to be overturned,
but to endure as the sun, even as the days of Heaven. Here
the prophets meet with the apostles, z}ud Fogether walk thef
streets of the city upon whose gates are inscribed the names o
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel, the foundations of
whose walls are named after the twelve apostles'of tl.le‘Lamb.

Here are the martyrs, rejoicing that it was their privilege to
suffer unto death that they might inherit ‘Sllch afar more exceedi
ing and eternal weight of glory. Hereis the chosen con?pan)f
of those who were redeemed from the e'ar.th at the coming o’
their Lord, who overcame the beast and his image and themark
of his name by strict adherence to the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus, in the perilous days when all the world
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was overconle with the prevailing iniquity. Coming up to the
city to worship is the innumerable host who inherit the land
from the river unto the end of the earth. And here is He who
once_trod the hills round about Jerusalem, with weary feet and
pitying heart, seeking the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Here He was slain to redeem this worshipping host with His
precious blood. Unto Him every eye is turned; to Him every
knee bows; to Him every tongue shouts praise, for to Him they
owe their life, and all this joy, this heavenly beauty, this glory.

“ And every creature which is1in lLeaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as arein the sea,and all that are in them, heard I=aying,
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth npon
the throne, and unto the Lamnb forever and ever.” Rev.?5:18.

Thus ends the conflict of ages. The rcign of sin and death
is forever past. And it is sad to think that the tinally impeni-
tent will never behold the earth in its beauty, in its redeemed,
glorified state. They choose “this present world” as their por-
tion, and their portion is to perish with it, dying as they have
lived, ignorant of the boundlessness of the joy that God has pre-
pared for those who love him. But to the righteous an eternity
of bliss is given, where they may contemplate the wisdom of
God, and ever learn more of hig goodness to his creatures.





