


( I )  ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  ~ ] I I I . ~ I O S C  01- I I I C  u ~ l l r ~ ~ i o ~ ~ .  

(2) W l ~ a t  W;IS lit. dullt. 011 tllc " I ; I S L  il;~)"'! 111 VCI-se z "by him" 
means literally "by himself" and in this context is equivalent to the English 
"at home." O n  what basis was the setting aside to be done? Would the 
necessary accounting and calculatiolls involved be proper for the holy 
Sabbath? 

(3) Paul's purpose in calling for preparation to be made for the 
collection. 

(4) Is there any indication that the collection referred to had a rela- 
tionship to a religious meeting on any day of the week? 

5. "The Lord's day." John's statement in Revelation I :IO, "I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day," is commonly held by Sunday observers to refer 
to Sunday. "Does the fact that Sunday was later called the Lord's day 
indicate this was its meaning when John received his revelation? There 
are two strong evidences to the contrary: 

( I )  T h e  Bible specifically points to the Sabbath as the Lord's day. See: 

"Exodus 20:1 I "Isaiah 58:13 "Mark 2:2S 

(2) T h e  first canclusiye evidence that- . 'Lo rdis-. d a ~ ? . w a i i b e &  
Sunday is fo-und -- in the ayocryyhaL"Gqspe1 h c c o r d i n @ e _ & ' ~ ~ i t t ~ ~  
about . d - f t e r  tht_tin~e John svx-~~e.  There the resurrection 
day is called the Lord's day. 1'0 say that a second-century connotation of 
this expression should be counted as its meaning at the time it was written 
is unjustified, when the later connotation has no Scriptural precedent. 

T h e  meaning of "Lord's day" in this instance can be more accurately 
determined by Biblical usage than by later literature. O n  this text see 
further T h e  S.D.A. Bible Co?wmentary, volume 7. 

"After investigating these texts n~hich are claimed as a basis for Sun- 
day observance, what conclusions do you reach regarding the Bible and 
first-day sacredness? 

of our obligation, rind He desires us to give regularly and systematically. 
Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, 'Concerning thr collection lor the saints, 
as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him.' Let each regularly examine his income, which is all a blessing from 
God, and set apart the tithe as a separate fund, to be sacredly the Lord's. This 
fund should not in any case be devoted to any other use; it is to be devoted 
solely to support the ministry of the gospel. After the tithe is set apart, let gifts 
and offerings be apportioned, 'as God hath prospered' you."-Counsels on 
Sabbath School Work-, pages 129, 130. 
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II. Prophecy and Sunday 

There is, of course, no Bible prophecy that mentions specifically the 
first day of the week. However. an attempt to change God's law was pre- 
dicted. T h e  prophecv points to the power that n~ould  attempt to change 
the Ian,, and this helps us identify the particular port of the law involved. 

Daniel 2 2 ;  speaks of a pol= th,?t~!:ould to change lhesancJ 
lam;." T s e  prediction is in a four-part prophecy fulfilled in the Baby- 
lozan ,  Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman empires. T h e  latter includes 
not o n l y p m - e .  but also its successor, p:lpal Rome. There is in the 
prophecv even a time prediction that enables us to identify the power 
definitely. The  power that mould "think to change times and laws" is 
identified as papal Rome. And x p a l  Rome claims to have changed the. 
lalv of God bv transferring abbath sacred'ncss t o ~ d a y . ~  See The S.D.A. -- s" 
Bible con2?&tary, on Daniel j : z5 .  

From one of the most important of all Roman Catholic councils, the 
Council of Trent! comes an authoritative catechism for priests, which 
declares: ''T&e-Chrc&?f G o d l t h e  Romar~.Catho!icChurch] has thought 
i~~yell_t_o_.~~~~sfr~-the, c++ration and ?b%ryal!ce sf the. sabbathto-sun-  

- -.. . 

d2x'-Catechi>-n2 of the  Council of T ren t  for Parish Priesti, translated 
by McHugh and Callan, 2d rev. ed., 1937, p. 402. 

Obviously no individual or church can change a command of God. 
In "think to change," the word trailslated "think" means "to intend," "to 
strive," "to mean to." T h e  implication is that there ivould be a deliberate 
attempt to make n change. But no matter how many individuals or 
churches adopt the intended change, God alone can alter His  instruction 
2nd commands. 

Ill. Origin of Sunday Observance 

T h e  S.D.A.  Bible Co~n?ne~z t c z~ )~  statement on Daniel 7 2 5  contains an 
e\celIent summary tracir~g the steps by which Sunday observance displaced 
Sabbath observance in the earlv church. Pait of the comment is quoted 
below : 

"Throughout K T  times Christiails obserred the seventh day of thc 
week as the Sabbath. . . . T h e  transition £rum Sabbath to Sunday was a 
gradual process that began sometime before I.D. I jo  and continued for 
some three ce%r&The first historical references to the observance of 
Sunday by professed Christians occur in the Epistle of Barnab~rs (ch. 15) 
2nd in Justin hf'~rt\r 's First Apology (ch. 67). both dating from about 

See The Grent Conlrouer~y, page 4 46: r ,  2. 
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A D .  I .  Both denouilce Sabbath observance and Lirg that of Sunday. 
T h e  first aut'hentic references to Sunday as the "Lor(lls day'' come from 
the apocryphal "Gospel According to Peter" and from Clement of ,Xlesan- 
dria (Aliscellanies, v. 14), t o ~ v ~ d  the close of the zd centur!.. 

"Prior to (he Jewish revolt under Bar Cocheba, .I.D. 13:-I;.;. the Roman 
Empire recognized Judaism as a legal religion and Christianity as a Jewish 
sect. But as a result of this revolt Jews ;1:1cl Judaism were discredited. T o  
avoid the persecution that follon~ecl, Christia~ls heilceforth sought by every 
means possible to make it clear that the) n.ere not Jews. Repeated refer- 
ences by Christian writers of the nest three centuries to the observance of 
the Sabbath as "Judaizing," together n~ i th  the fact that no historical refer- 
ences to the Christian observance of Sunday as a sacrecl day occur prior 
to the Jewish revolt, points to the period A.D. I : .~- I~o as the time n.hen 
Christians bepan to attach Sabbath sacredness to the first day of the week. 

"The observance o f z u n d a v  did not, ho\vever, immediately replace 
that of t he  sabbath; but a c c o k p a X &  ~ ~ ~ ~ l e r n e n t e d  it. For several 
ceXries-ians observetl both davs. Early in the ;d centur- . 
A- 

instance, Tertullian observed that Christ did llot rescil~cl the Sabbath. A 
l i d e  l i t e r  the apocryphal Apostolic Constit~!tio,2s (ii. 36) admonished 
Christians to 'keep the Sabbath and the Lord's day festival.' 

"By the early 4th century Sunday had achieved definite oflkial prefer- 
ence over the Sabbath. In  his Con2??2entnry on P j a l ~ n  9 2  Eusebius, foremost 
church historian of the period, wrote, 'All things whatsoever it was duty 
to do on the Sabbath, these we have transferred to the Lord's day. as more 
appropriately belonging to it, because it has a precedence and is first in 
rank, and more honorable than the Jewish Sabbath.' 

"The first official action of the Catholic Church espressiilg preference 
for Sunday was taken at the Council of Laodicea, in the q ~ h  century. 
Canon 29 of this council stipulates that 'Christians shall not Judaize and be 
idle on Saturday [Sabbath], but shall worl; on that clay; but the Lord's day 
they shall especially honor, and, as being Christians, shall, if possible, do 
no ivork on that day. If, however, they are found Judaizing, they shall 
be shut out from Christ.' This council made provision for Sabbath wor- 
ship, but designated the day as a n.orkday. It is n~orthy of note that this, 
the f irs t  ecclesiastical law ei~joining the observance of Sunday, specifies 
Judaizing as the reaso~l for ~voicling the observance of the Sabbath. Sab- 
bath obscrr,nnce is cvidence i l l ~ t  i11.1ily were still 'Judaizing' on  hat day. 
Indeed, the n-riters of the 4th and 7th centuries repcatedl!. warn their 
fellow Christians cig,iinst this pr'ictice. About the !,ear qoo. for instance. 
Chrysostom observes that many were still keeping the Sabbath in the 
Jewish manner. and thus Judaizing. 
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"Contemporary records also reveal the fact that the churches in 
Alexandria and Rome were chlefly responsible for promoting Sunday 
observance. About A.D.  440 the church historian Socrates wrote that 
'althuugh c~ ln~cx t  all churches throughout the wr~rld celebrate the sacred 
mysteries on the Sabbath e\ery week, l e t  the Christians of Alexaildria 
, ~ n d  at Rome, on account of some ancieilt t radi t~oi~ ,  have ceased to d o  this' 
(Ecclenajtzcal Hzstor y, v. 22). .-lbout the same time Sozomen wrote that 
'the people of Constantlnople, and almost everywhere, assemble together 
on the S~bba th ,  as well as on the first day of the week, which custom is 
never observed at Rome or at Alelandria.' 

"Thiee facts are thus c l e ~ r :  ( I )  T h e  concept of Sunday sacredness 
,Ii:long Ch1ist1ans originated, prim'~rily, in their effort to a v d  prztice_s 
thZlt;vould tend zchZlfy h e m  with Jews, and thus lead to perse-cution. 

- 

(2)  The  church at Rome earl1 developed a preference for Sunday; and 
---- - 

the lncreasrng 1rn~ort%iZ3~~,1cked to Sunday In the early church, ~t the 
expense of the Sabbath, closely parallels Rome's gradual rise to power. 
(3) Finally, Roman influence prevailed to make the observance of Suaday 

- 

a matter of church l ~ n .  ,is it d ~ d  with many other practices 2uch as the 
G o r G $ - Z Z E r t h  vZielatlon of saints and angels, the use of-images, 
a n d - ~ e - d ~ d ~ ~ u n d ~ s ~ G d L G  restsupon the same basis as 
thTse other n o n s c r ~ ~ t u ~ ~ r a c t l c e s  introduced into the church by the 
bishop of Rome."-The S.D.A. Bzble Commentary, 101. 4, pp. 832, 833. 

TOPICS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION 
I. Evidence indicates that the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) fell on the 

first day of the week in the year of Christ's crucifixion. Because of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on that day and the fact that in a practical 
way the occasion launched the Christian church, some ~ e o p l e  believe that 
Sunday sacredness is shown. H o w  would you respond to their claim? 

2. Some persons make this claim as an objection to the Sabbath: "Paul, 
in Colossians 2:14-17, declares that the Sabbath is abolished." Show what 
Paul taught in these verses. 

;. \Yhat validity is there to the argument made by some Sunday observ- 
ers: "TVe keep Sunday because the resurrection is the greatest event in 
Christian history. W e  believe Christians should commemorate the resur- 
rection"? 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
For iurther information on the origin and history of Sunday observance, see: 
Bollman, Calvin P. Sundnl': O~.;ziu o j  I t ;  Oh.ie~.vanre in the Christian 

Church. 
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Odom, Robert Leo. Hotu Did Sunday Get Its Natne? 
Straw, Walter E.  Origin oj  Sunday Obseruance. 
Yost, F. H. T h e  Early Christian Sabbath. 

. "How Sunday Obseryance Began," Revietu and Herald, May 22, 

1952; "HOW Sunday Was Named." May 29; "Earliest Sources for Sunday 
Obseryance," June 5; "How Sunday Was Observed in the Early Christian 
Era," June 12; ''Sabbathkeeping in the Early Christian Centuries," June 19. 

. * 
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Chapter 47 

The Sabbath a Sign 

T h e  admonition to keep the Sabbath holy recurs four times in the 
book of Exodus after the statement of the Sabbath command in the 
tn-entieth chapter. See Exodus 23:12; 31:13; 31:21; 35:2, 3. T h e  restate- 
ment  in  Exodus 31:13 introduces an important thought not mentioned 
in the others. T h e  Sabbath is said to be "-n bet\vppn Me UK+LI., 

. . . that ye may k n o w  that I a m  the Lord that dot11 sanctify you." 
Later Ezekiel also calls attention to the Sabbath as a sign. "See Ezekiel 
20:12,20. 

T h a t  the  Sabbath is a sign of God's sanctifying power in n o  way detracts 
f rom the Sabbath as a memorial of creation. As a memorial it focuses 
attention on  God's creative pon-er and acts. Ways  in  which the  Sabbath 
points to God as the O n e  \\.ho sanctifies H i s  people are the subject of 
our present study. 

I. A Sign 

F o r m s  of the \\.ord translated "sign" in  Exodus ~ I : I ;  and Ezekiel 20: - - - 

12, 20 are used elsewhere to refer to a flag or ensign, a tolxn,  a memorial. 
X "sign" serves as both a reminder and a symbol representing another 
person or object. In  what  \\.a? or ways is the Sabbath a sign of sanctifica- 
t i o ~ l ?  You will recall that sanctification refers to a person or th ing  as being 
holy, that is, set apart, and  that it is frequently synonymous with "holi- 
ness." i i s  n.e notecl in chapter 38, "Christian Growth," this holiness is not 
ultimate perfection, but it is the dedicatioil to God and "\vholeness" for 
H i m  that characterizes the grolving Christian. " W h a t  is there about the 
Sabbath that shows a person to be set apart to live for G o d ?  

1. A sign of obedience. God tested -d Eve's obedience by for- 
bidding them tn p a t  nf =tree in the Garden of Eden.  T h i s  nlas not God's 
only instruction to the first pair, but it srrvrrl to test their relationship to- 
their Creatoy. W h e n  H e  sent Israel manna ,  u d  r l i ~  .- 
HisEople to see if they would l;eep H i s  "comm:lndments and . . . 
lams." Exodus 1627,  23. Disregarding the holy day indicated a spirit of  - 




