


(3) W h a t  is men~orial ized a n J  -.hat is symbolized rilhen one is lifted 
out  of the water aga in?  

(4) T h e  significance of the whole procedurs. 
(5) T h e  intended result in the individual's life. 
(6) H o w  baptism indicates comtnittal to Christ. Coilsidsr again the 

Old  Testament  illustrations suggested earlier. 

IV. Steps to Baptism 

\fThat spiritual preparation should be made for bapt ism? Which  

should come first, death or burial?  

"Acts 2 :37,38 *Acts 2:41; 1630-34 "Colossians 2 :12 
"Romans 6:4-8 

V. What Baptism Accomplishes 

Baptism serves three important purposes:" 
( I )  I t  is a public confess~on of one's faith in  God and his acceptance 

of Christ as a personal Saviour. 
(2) It  signifies that one h ~ s  alrcady begun the new life in  Christ. 
(3) I t  is the step by which one enters church felloivship. 
'In the f o l l o ~ v i n ~  verses note indications of what is accomplished 

through baptism, and  the  Holy Spirit's relation to bclptism and the bap- 
tized person. 

*Luke  3:16 "Acts 2:41-46 "Galatians 3:2G, 27 
"Acts I :5 *I Corinthians 12:13 *Colossians 3 :I-6 

" In  a simple, practical way describe Ivhat baptism should mean to a 
Seventh-day Adventist young person. 

:' See Testimonies, vol. 6. pp. 91-99. 
"In baptism we are g l e n  to the Lord as a vessel to be used. Baptism is a 

most solemn renunciation of the world. Self is by ~roiession dead to a life of 
sin. The  waters cover the candidate, and in the presence of the whole heavenly 
universe the mutual   ledge is made. In the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, man is laid in his watery grare, buried with Christ in baptism. 
and raised from the water to live the new life of loyalty to God. T h e  three 
great Powers in heaven are witnesses; they are invisible but present." Ellen G.  
White, quoted in T h e  S.D.A. Bzble Commen~ary,  vol. 6, p. 1074 (Manuscript 
57, 1900). See additional comments in T h e  S.D.A. Bible Con~n~enlar? ,  vol. 6, 
P- 1074. 

See also T h e  S.D.A. Bible Commenlary, vol. 6, p. I o j j .  
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TOPICS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION 
I. W h a t  is the difference between being dead in sin and  being dead t o  

sin? See Romans 6:1, 2 ;  7 ;  8:1o: Galatians 2:19, 20; Ephesians 2:1-5; 
Colossians 2:12, 20; 3:3. 

2. 111 what sense-does a resurrrction follo\v death to sin and burial by 
hspt ism? See Romans 6:1-ro (cspeci311y verses 3, j, 6 ) ;  Ephesians 4:24-32; 
Colossians 3 :I-14. 

;. IYhy is the mode  of baptism-immersion, sprinkling. pouring- 
important?  

4. Using the sources suggested below as a beginning, trace the develop- 
ment of the various modes of baptism. 

T h e  S .D.A .  Bihle Conzmentnry, vol. 6 ,  pp. 43-45. 
Yost, F. H. " T h e  Proper F o r m  of Baptism,'' Rerlien, and Herald, 

Oct. 28, 1948. 

I Articles on "Baptism" in :  
I 
! Hastings, James (ed.).  Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethicr. 
~ . A Dictionnl-J, o f  the  Bible. 

Stanley, Ar thur  P. C/~ri i t ian 11z.ititl:tion~. N e w  York :  Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, 1881. 

5. I4'hen is a person read!, for bapt ism? Consider age, mental deve lop  
1 tnent, home conditions, spiritual condition. 

~ 6. Using the tests and  other materials that seem best to you, prepare 
LI Bible study on  baptism to present to a particular individual or group. 

7. There  is only one instance of rebaptism mentioned in the Bible. 
I 

-1cts I ~ : I - j .  W h a t  \\-ere the circumstances involved? Under  what other 
circumstances might  one be rebaptized? F o r  the position of the Seventh- ~ 

I day Adventist C l ~ u r c h  on  rebaptism, see index in the CIIIIYCII  Manual. 
See also Et,trnxelii??l, pJges 372-5 '75. 
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