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SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Wher efore He says, When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts
unto men. And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ. Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. That we henceforth be
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the deight of
men, and cunning cr aftiness, whereby they liein wait to deceive. But speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into Him in all things, which isthe head, even Christ. Ephesians 4:8,11-15.

While these gifts were given to the church for every period of its existence, they were to be
especially manifested in the outpouring of the former rain on the day of Pentecost and in the outpouring of
the latter rain immediately preceding the Second Coming of Christ.

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh. And your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour out My Spirit. And | will
show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come. And it shall
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in Mount Zion and
in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord bath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.” Joel
2:28-32.

The apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthian church, exhorts those waiting for the Lord's return
that they “come behind in no gift.”

'l thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
that in everything you are enriched by Him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge. Even as the testimony of
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Christ was confirmed in you: so that you come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ: who shall also confirm you unto the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” | Corinthians 1:4-8.

The testimony of Jesus, or the Spirit of prophecy, was to be manifested, particularly in the
remnant church.

“The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17.

“And | fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not; | am thy fellow
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesusisthe
Spirit of prophecy.” Revelation 19:10.

That this gift has been manifested in connection with the second advent movement has been
abundantly demonstrated, and we have as a result of that gift the writings of the Spirit of prophecy, from
which liberal quotations are made in this book of devotion. F. M. W.
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